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tribute, and in case of refusal sacked their cities, and put
all capable of bearing arms to death ; but when tribute
v.-2s apreed upon, the free exercise of religion was con-
ceded, ani even the share of the public revenue which
had beer, allov/ed to the Brahmans by the Hindu Rajas,
\vas continued by the tolerant conquerors.
The Arabs might have made a permanent settlement
:~ dir.dh but for the death and disgrace of the valiant
X&r.in. In an evil hour he presented to the Caliph
Yralid. as an offering to the harem, a beautiful daughter
cf the Indian Raja, who falsely accused him of having
dishonoured her, a charge the falsehood of which the
Commander of the Faithful learnt too late from her own
lips, when the corpse of the brave general was received
at Damascus sewn up in a raw hide. Possibly the
religious prejudices of, and hatred of change inherent in,
the Hindus would in any case have offered a successful
though passive resistance to the onward march of Islam,
the fanatical spirit of which, already broken by luxury
and dominion, 'was further softened by the mild and
tolerant character of Hinduism,which indifferently accords
the honorific titles peculiar to its own sacred castes to
the English missionary, who, within sight of the most
famous shrines of the south, stigmatises the worship held
therein as ignorant and senseless idolatry.
In enumerating the early conquests of the Muhamma-
dans, that of Transoxiana, a country in which England
and Russia are now so much interested, must not be
omitted. A little before the occupation of Sindh, to
which reference has just been made, Katiba, gover-
nor of Khorassan, led his army across the Oxus,
reduced Samarkand and Bokhara, and the kingdom of
Khwarism, the modern Khiva. These events were con-
temporaneous with the conquest of Spain, A.D. 713. One
hundred years later Transoxiana had recovered its inde-